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Roger Grein’s Philanthropy Program –– Questions and Answers                                                                     

WHAT IS THE PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM? Roger donates substantial amounts of his wealth to students, that they may disburse those funds to charitable organizations, and in the process learn both the methods and spirit of philanthropy.

WHO IS ROGER? Roger was adopted at the age of six months, and only afterward was discovered to have cerebral palsy. His adoptive mother was urged to return him. She didn’t. And despite very low expectations for Roger’s future – if he would ever walk or talk – he has earned an advanced degree, founded a successful business, become a major philanthropist, and initiated a college philanthropy program whereby he donates money that students in turn distribute to helping organizations.

WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA? What’s inspiring about the Philanthropy Program? What big social problem is Roger tackling and how specifically is he going about it? What does the work entail? Why is it innovative and entrepreneurial?

Roger is donating hundreds of thousands of dollars every year to 16 universities for a philanthropy program managed by Campus Compact. The program trains students in the components and spirit of philanthropy by providing funding for student-directed grant-making, and encourages students, through the grant-making process, to engage in communities different from their own. A unique characteristic of the program is that it is course-based, meaning that funds are not given per say to a philanthropy course, but to areas of study as varied as nursing, art, engineering, etc. Thus, students in an art curriculum will distribute funds to arts organizations, while nursing students will donate funds to organizations concerned with preventive medicine, disease awareness, or any non-profit they see as advancing the cause of public health.

The work is inspiring on many levels. It’s inspiring because Roger is relinquishing the kind of public praise that comes with giving his own wealth, deferring that praise instead to students. It’s inspiring, also, to see students energized by engaging with segments of their communities they might not otherwise have come into contact with, and energized by their own ability to bring about positive change.

Through the philanthropy program, Roger is tackling several social problems at once. First, he is addressing a myriad of needs faced by a wide spectrum of non-profit organizations by providing funding that allows these organizations to better address specific problems or enhance society. Second, and perhaps more importantly, he is planting the seed of philanthropy in the next generation and also connecting students with problems and social groups they might not otherwise encounter.

The program is innovative and entrepreneurial in that it is tackling two challenges at once: it’s supplying funding to helping organizations and at the same time introducing young people to philanthropy while broadening their knowledge of their communities. Whereas Roger’s philanthropy once got one bang for the buck, now it’s getting two.

HOW DID THE PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM BEGIN? Roger has been donating substantial amounts of his wealth for decades, but only since 2005, when he was 63, did he begin his philanthropy program. Because Roger had worked as a coach with youth, he also wanted to involve young people in his giving. He has done this by allowing students, under the supervision of professors, to decide how his philanthropic dollars will be directed.

WHAT’S THE IMPACT? WHAT ARE THE OUTCOMES? Roger is funding the philanthropy program at 16 universities, representing 40 classes and approximately 800 students. At Xavier University alone, he has donated $200,000, which has in turn been distributed by students to over 80 charities. But beyond the numbers, Roger is instilling a spirit of possibility – possibility in what charitable giving can accomplish and possibility in how communities can unite in common cause, despite socio-economic differences. For example, several classes, on their own initiative, have begun their own fundraising to further support helping organizations introduced to them through the philanthropy program.

Also, several affluent individuals from around the country have contacted Roger, asking how they, too, might initiate philanthropy programs in their immediate areas. In this way, the program has the potential to replicate its efforts, not only vertically – through the subsequent giving of participating students – but also horizontally – through other funders initiating similar programs.  

WHAT’S THE FUTURE HOLD? Within five years, and possibly within one or two, Roger plans to incorporate high schools within the philanthropy program. Also, to ensure the sustainability of the program, he is establishing a foundation whereby other individuals can contribute. This is in addition to the development efforts of participating institutions. In terms of replication, Roger, with Campus Compact, is creating a Center for Student Philanthropy, which will provide program and curriculum materials at no cost to organizations and individuals nationwide. And lastly, Roger will be introducing the philanthropy program at the national conference of Campus Compact, which represents approximately 1,100 college institutions.
_____________________________________________________________________________

For questions about starting a student philanthropy project, call or email Missy Gish at Campus Compact, (859) 572-5253, gishm@nku.edu. You can also call Roger at (513) 821-9044 or email rogergrein@zoomtown.com. Roger’s website is www.rogergrein.com. 

